Upper King St Neighborhood Civic Association

June 16, 2008 

Meeting Minutes

Membership Update
UKSNA Secretary Mary Longacre provided a brief update on membership renewals.  The official membership due date is March 31.  Many members have not renewed yet.  Please contact Mary at mary@helpmewithquickbooks.com for information on your membership renewal status.  As a reminder, the renewal forms will be put on the July agendas. 

Upper King St Farmer's Market Update
The Farmer’s Market being planned for the King St Garden Park ("the Hat") may be able to begin as early as this August.  A proposal has been given to the city, and staff are excited about it.  It fits the current trend for the Eco-city and sustainability pushes.  City directors Jack Browand looked over the space, and thought it was possible.  Pat Miller, Market Master for Del Ray has, volunteered to be our initial market master to help get the ball rolling.  

The draft plan for the market is being reviewed by Parks & Recreation.  It will likely be run as a pilot program from the City Manager's office this year and, if fully approved, will be a permanent market starting in 2009.  The Market Committee must get permission from Ernie's Crab House and two banks in the area to get permission to use the metered parking spaces on King St adjacent to the park for vendor parking.
The market will be on Wednesdays from 2:00-7:00 pm.  There will be 8-10 vendors with priority given to produce vendors.  Baked goods, cheeses, and flowers may also be sold, but no generators are permitted.  There will also be a community table for various uses.  

Sponsors include UKSNA Market Committee, City of Alexandria, the Arts Commission, and the King St Gardens Park Foundation (www.kingstreetgardenspark.org).  
There was a brief discussion about signage and advertising for the market. Suggestions included advertising on the new Trolly, using vendor trucks to hang banners, hanging announcements in local businesses (Uptowner, Whole Foods, PTO newsletter were mentioned).  There were suggestions for having live music and using the Old Town Crier to announce the market on the first week.  It will be important to attract commuters going to and coming from Metro to the market.  
Update on the Transportation Committee Re: Fayette St Traffic Restrictions
Following up on last month's discussion of requesting removal of the rush hour traffic restrictions on N. Fayette St, a group of members researched the issue and is developing a draft letter to the city asking them to re-evaluate & study removing the restriction.  The committee found that the Transportation Master Plan supports removal of the restriction.  The forthcoming draft letter will be taken to the Inner City Civic Association and the Old Town Civic Association for discussion and request for support.  It will then be submitted to City Council.  
UKSNA Summer Festival/Party
The UKSNA annual party is usually done in conjunction with National Night Out, which is August 5th this year.  A planning committee is needed for the party.  Suggestions for a party location include a local restaurant, the field behind Jefferson-Houston, a block party on Baggett Pl (small street between Peyton & Harvard Sts), the Ice House, and the Elk's Building on Payne St.  

If anyone is interested in helping plan the party, please contact Trey Hanbury at trey.hanbury@gmail.com.

Elks Lodge, Field, Baguette, Commerce, Legion Hall, community events.  Peter Winnermut – is involved in Legion Hall event.  Slave pen headquarters.  Could do it at the Ice House.  Happy to take names.  Helen?  

Oral history night.   
Talking to people store by store.  Update from the business task force on the store situation.  

